
Redwood Yurok Canoe Tours

Traditional Redwood Yurok Canoe Tours provides a heart-stopping guided outdoor adventure on the 
illustrious Klamath River in traditional Yurok redwood dugout canoes. This outdoor adventure is exclusive to 
Yurok Country, and is not offered anywhere else in the world. Yurok Redwood Canoe Tours is 100% owned 
and operated by the Yurok Tribe. 

The Yurok Tribe is the largest Tribe in California, located in the northwestern corner of the state within 
redwood country. Visitors travel from around the world drawn by the lush landscape of the Redwood 
National and State Parks, a World Heritage site, and some of the last remaining old-growth redwoods on 
the planet.  

This tour is provided by a Yurok guide narrating the history of the Redwood Canoe, what Redwoods mean 
to the Yurok People, and the history of the Yurok people as stewards of the land. Yurok People believe the 
canoe is a living spirit, complete with a body, heart, kidney, lungs and nose. Redwood canoes were the 
transportation used for thousands of years traveling from village to village. Yurok people used the canoes 
for hunting, fishing, gathering, and for ceremonial purposes. The canoes were used both on the rivers and 
the oceans.

The Yurok Tribe is elevating eco-tourism by sharing their cultural heritage and Yurok language. Yurok 
Redwood Canoe Adventures is bridging a generational gap by providing an opportunity for Tribal members 
to experience traditional canoes as their ancestors once did. Extending this experience to travelers from all 
over the world is truly amazing. 

The process of carving of the Redwood Canoes will provide an opportunity for apprenticeships with Yurok 
youth; The youth will work with master carvers which will help maintain this cultural skill and ensure that 
traditional canoe carving is carried out for generations to come. The carving process will be on exhibit for 
public observation and will be documented to share on a larger scale. 

Traditional Yurok Redwood Canoe Tours will start at the Yurok Visitor center to learn about the Redwood 
Canoes, boating safety, and protocols. Guests will then take a short ride to the launch site on the river bar.  
They will enjoy a two-hour tour, learning cultural elements along the way. Participants will receive instruction 
on the unique methods of controlling the redwood canoe and per request, take the unparalleled route of 
paddling or taking the lead as the Captain on the Redwood Canoe themselves. 

The Yurok Tribe invites all to learn about the Yurok people, their culture, and their values. The Yurok Tribe 
wants to share the sense of walking on water, and feeling the thousands of years in history that are held in 
these canoes and Redwood trees. The canoe tours will allow guests to plug into this living spirit, and 
appreciate the time and effort it takes to create something so extraordinary. Receive your own reflections in 
life, and tap into a deeper meaning while descending back in time to the humbling life the Yurok People lived. 


